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Dip You KNoOw. ..
Do I Really Need a Will?

By: William S. Evans, Attorney at
Law

Between one half and two-thirds of
American adults don't have a will.
Often people ask themselves whether
they really need a will. The answer is
simple.

Wills are not just for the extremely
wealthy. Without a will, the court
decides how your property is
distributed and who will care for your
children. If you answer yes to any of
the questions below then you should
have a will.

1. Do you care who gets your property

if you die?

2. Do you care who gets your money
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IMPORTANT CLIENT ALERTS:

As your financial advisor, | wanted to contact you
personally to notify you that you will receive a letter in
mid-March from my broker-dealer, (Multi-Financial
Securities Corporation / Financial Network Investment
Corporation), about a change to the money market funds
available as the sweep option in your brokerage account.

The letter will contain important information and
additional details regarding your sweep options. You are
always welcome to contact me with questions regarding
this matter, but it is suggested to wait until after you
receive the letter and have had an opportunity to review
the specifics.

Your investment needs are my highest priority and |
appreciate your continued business.

Until next month and hopefully warmer weather...

Very Truly Yours,

Wolse 3 5 tain

Melissa J. Stein

*The views are those of Melissa Stein and should not be
construed as investment advice. All information is believed to
be from reliable sources; however, we make no guarantee as to
its completeness or accuracy.

**Please note that neither Multi-Financial Securities Corporation
nor Stein Wealth Advisors, LLC. give legal or tax advice. For
complete details, please consult with your tax advisor or
attorney.

**Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through
Multi-Financial Securities Corporation, member FINRA, SIPC.
Stein Wealth Advisors is not affiliated with Multi-Financial.
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if you die?

3. Do you care who is appointed
guardian of your minor children if you
die?

Your will is a legal document in which
you give certain instructions to be
carried out after your death. Your will
becomes irrevocable when you die.

In your will, you can:

ename beneficiaries who receive your
assets according to your instructions
eappoint a guardian for you child(ren)
in the event both you and your spouse
die before your child(ren) reach(es) the
age of 18

eappoint a guardian or trustee for the
assets of minor children, and an
executor who is responsible to collect
and manage your assets, pay any debts,
expenses and taxes that might be due,
and then, with the court’s approval,
distribute your assets to your
beneficiaries according to the
instructions in your will.

Die without a will (intestate), and the
state decides by statute who gets what
and the state does not take into account
what your wishes may have been or
what the current needs of your heirs
may be. Distribution of your assets
will be made according to the Probate
Code.

Intestacy laws vary from state to state.
The myth that if you die intestate the
state takes all your assets is just that, a
myth. In most states, if you die and
leave a spouse and children, your
assets will be split between your
surviving spouse and children. If
you're single with no children, then the
state is likely to decide who among
your blood relatives will inherit your
estate.

Generally speaking, your will affects
only those assets that are titled in your
name at your death. Assets which are
often not affected by your will may
include the following: life insurance,
retirement plans, items owned as joint
tenants with right of survivorship,
“transfer on death” securities and
living trusts.

Even if you already have a will, it's a
good idea to review it periodically and
especially when your marital status

Investment Commentary
FEBRUARY 22, 2010

Bob Doll,

Vice Chairman and Chief
Equity Strategist for
Fundamental Equities at
BlackRock®

Stocks advanced for the second consecutive week,
with the Dow Jones Industrial Average rising 3.0% to
10,402, the S&P 500 Index advancing 3.1% to 1,109
and theNasdag Composite climbing 2.8% to 2,244.

Despite some mixed data over the past couple of
months, our view is that the global-economic recovery
remains on track, both in developed and emerging
economies. In the United States, manufacturing,
production and business sales figures have risen over
the past six months at their strongest rates since the
early 1980s, but we have yet to see real improvements
in jobs or income growth. The snow storms that
paralyzed large areas of the country in February
probably mean that the current month’s numbers will
be sluggish as well. Nevertheless, the Institute for
Supply Management Manufacturing Survey climbed to
its highest level in five years in January, and business
sales have been increasing, all of which suggest that
corporate profits (and, eventually, the labor markets)
should see improvements in the coming months.

In terms of housing, price indicators have been running
noticeably above their recession lows in recent months,
and we would argue that this translates into a bottom
forming for the housing market. In Japan, the economy
has been growing robustly, helped largely by industrial
production gains. The situation in Europe has not been
as encouraging as debt issues have continued to
surface, but we do expect this region to see
improvements over the coming months. On balance, it
appears the global-economic recovery that began in
mid-2009 has continued in the early part of 2010. Late
last week, the Federal Reserve announced a 25 basis
point hike in the discount rate (the rate the Fed charges
banks to borrow directly from the central bank) from
0.5% to 0.75%. The Fed tried to emphasize that this
increase was unrelated to its broader strategy of
maintaining easy monetary policy and restated its
long-held mantra that the Fed Funds rate would remain
historically low “for an extended period.” In any case,
it does seem clear that the Fed has begun its exit
strategy in terms of removing some stimulus, although
at this point we would not expect to see an increase in
Fed Funds before the end of this year. In related news,
inflationary pressures receded last week on data
showing that consumer price numbers have remained
relatively tame. There was an uptick in producer price
inflation, but, overall, inflation has remained under
control.

As of now, we have seen two weeks of stock market
increases, which have put indices roughly at the mid-
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changes or you have additional
children or grandchildren. At the same
time, review your beneficiary
designations for your 401(k), IRA,
pension and life insurance policy since
those accounts will be transferred
automatically to your named
beneficiaries when you die.

Keep in mind that no one other than
you and the lawyer who wrote the will
needs to know the contents of your
will. But your executor and other close
friends or relatives should know where
to find your will. Your original will
should be kept in a safe place such as a
locked, fireproof box at your residence
or office.

Also, a will is part of the estate
planning process. And whether your
estate is large or small, you probably
need an estate plan. In addition to your
will, your estate plan should include
the following:

*Make a list of your assets and debts.
This can be extremely helpful when
you are no longer around to provide
this information. Your family members
or executor can use the list to identify,
bank accounts, financial institution
records, safety deposit boxes, stocks
and bonds, real estate and any other
assets on the list. Also, you should
identify anyone to whom you owe
money.

*Make a list of your professional
advisors. This list will further help to
identify your assets and the location of
your financial accounts.

«Set up a durable power of attorney for
asset management. In this document
you appoint another to make property
management, financial management
and/or asset management decisions on
your behalf if you become unable to do
S0.

eConsider preparing an advance health
care directive/durable power of
attorney for health care. This
document allows the person named by
you to make health care decisions for
you when you are no longer capable of
making them for yourself.

William S. Evans is an attorney
licensed to practice law in
Pennsylvania with an office located at
1410 Potomac Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA
15216. He can be reached at
412.344.4529.

point between their January highs and their early
February lows. Sentiment remains mixed, with market
participants showing little conviction in either
direction. The main downside risk continues to be
concerns over unresolved leverage and debt issues
around the world. We maintain our view that the long-
term economic backdrop should be conducive to
continued better performance by risk assets, though we
believe deflationary pressures and technical factors are
likely to keep markets in a trading range over the short
term.

NOT FDIC INSURED | MAY LOSE VALUE | NO
BANK GUARANTEE

For additional information, or to subscribe to weekly
updates to this piece,please visit www.blackrock.com.

Sources: BlackRock; Bank Credit Analyst. This
material is not intendedto be relied upon as a forecast,
research or investment advice, and isnot a
recommendation, offer or solicitation to buy or sell any
securitiesor to adopt any investment strategy. The
opinions expressed are as ofFebruary 22, 2010, and
may change as subsequent conditions vary.
Theinformation and opinions contained in this material
are derived fromproprietary and nonproprietary sources
deemed by BlackRock to be reliable,are not necessarily
all-inclusive and are not guaranteed as to accuracy.Past
performance is no guarantee of future results. There is
no guaranteethat any forecasts made will come to pass.
Reliance upon information inthis material is at the sole
discretion of the reader. Investment involvesrisks.
International investing involves additional risks,
including risks relatedto foreign currency, limited
liquidity, less government regulation and thepossibility
of substantial volatility due to adverse political,
economic orother developments. The two main risks
related to fixed income investingare interest rate risk
and credit risk. Typically, when interest rates rise,there
is a corresponding decline in the market value of
bonds. Creditrisk refers to the possibility that the issuer
of the bond will not be ableto make principal and
interest payments. Index performance is shownfor
illustrative purposes only. You cannot invest directly
in an index.BLACKROCK is a registered trademark of
BlackRock, Inc. All othertrademarks are the property
of their respective owners.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
www.blackrock.com

Prepared by BlackRock Investments, LLC,member
FINRA.©2010 BlackRock, Inc. All Rights
Reserved.AC2980-2/2010
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William S. Evans

Attorney at Law

1410 Potomac Avenue e Pittsburgh
Pennsylvania 15216

Phone: 412.344.4529 « Fax:
412.344.4522

E-mail: w.evans@williamsevans.com

Find Out Where Your Home or
Building is Losing Energy and
You’re Losing Money

By: Vasso Paliouras, Owner of Pro
Energy Consultants

As we still try to shovel our way out of
February’s snow storms, many may
have been noticing visual signs of
energy leakage. Did you find icicles or
ice dams hanging from your house?
Any frozen pipes? How clean was
your roof when temperatures were still
below freezing? Does your home feel
dry? Is there any moisture?

These are just a few symptoms of
energy leakage. Leakage points allow
conditioned air from inside the home
to escape and allow outside air to
enter. Energy leakage not only results
in higher utility bills, but is also the
cause of comfort issues. In the winter
time, that could mean colder rooms on
the second floor or drafty areas. In the
summer time, it can be the inability to
cool the second floor even when
central air conditioning is running.

Guessing what needs to be done can
be costly and may or may not solve the
problem. Instead of treating the
symptoms, a complete and
comprehensive energy efficiency audit
can help you find the source of leaks
and help eliminate them forever. Most
home’s energy efficiency can be
dramatically improved, often times
with simple, inexpensive remedies.

Home and building owners who should
consider an energy efficiency audit are
those who can answer yes to the
following questions:

* Do you think your utility bills are
higher than they should be?

Do you suspect that your home is not
as energy efficient as it should be?

* Do you feel cold or drafty places?

* Do you experience temperatures
swings from room to room or floor to
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floor?

» Would you like to know what
improvements should be to improve
energy efficiency?

Save Energy. Save Money. Save the
Environment. Pro Energy Consultants
is America’s First Name in Energy
Auditing.

Vasso Paliouras

Owner

Pro Energy Consultants

Direct: 412-606-4314

Fax: 412-563-3576

E-mail:
vpaliouras@proenergyconsultants.com
Learn more about us here:

Web:
http://www.proenergyconsultants.com
Video: Watch how we solve energy
and comfort issues in a home
Twitter: @ProEnergyNews

© 2009. Stein Wealth Advisors, LLC.
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